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i am 68 years old and have lived in the Viliage of Arenzville all of my
ife except far college days and a two year tour of the Army.

o T

Since June of '57, | have served the Arenzville area as an insurance
broker. | can recall the many suto accidents that occurred on the
Arenzville-Concord Road, Uniess Alternate “A" is chosen as the route,
the traffic count on this heavily traveled county road will not change.
Logal traffic (facksonville-Beardstown) wili not change! Why would one
want to travel an additional four miles and then not have diract access to
the Excel plant. Relieving the traffic with Alternate “A" would also
provide much safer traveling for our students at Triopia.
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Morgan County Commissioners have favored “E”. Do they realize the
additionat expense of maintaining the Arenzville-Congord Road if “E”
becomes the route? Just check the existing traffic counts far route 67-
104 from Meredosia to Beardstown and compare this with the county
roads between Beardstown and the Arenzvilte-Concord tyrn-off on 67-
104, ftteils you that lacal traffic does anc will always travel this way if

"E” becomes a reality. .

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.

shortest route possible
Address: * 27

STy,
Concord blacktap

| am now serving my second term as trustee to the Village of
Arenzville. The mayor asked for the trustees 1o endorse “E". All trustees
were present with five endorsing A" and ane voting present. Atthe
village board meeting on August 6™, this was re-confirmed with the
understanding that this information would be sent to IDOT.

A problem that ceuld perhaps be salved by Alternate “A* for the village
would be Main Street. At present, the Arenzville-Concord Road as well as
the Beardstown-Arenzville Road are classified as Class i roads. Each
stop with this classification at the village limits. This creates a burden on
the village to provide a street to handle the heavy trucks. When our
motar fuel tax brings in $10,000 to $12,000 per year, how can we afford
£100,000 plus to bring It up to these standards? If Atternate “E" is
chosen, our Excel traffic will stili be hare!

Talso believe the $40 million cost difference is worth going the shorter

raiute.
.0

proves that the general public would liks to have the

T believe the wraffic count on the existing Arenzville-
between Beardstown and Jacksonville.

Iam in favor of U.S. Corridor 67 Alternative A.

August 10, 200]
#37 Greentree St.
Beardstown, IL. 62518

Pat Cooper
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Summing it up, the reasons for “A over "E” are:

1. $40,000,000 less'maney.

2. There are far more vehlcles using the Concorg-Arenzville Rd than
there Is truck traffic between Jacksonvilie and Meredosla (a
goncern of Morgan County Commissioners).

4. There Is a greater potentlal to Increase train usage with “A” than
there is to increase river traffic with “E” due to the closeness o the
railroad.

4. #tis more important to keep from displacing people from private

homes than ta inconvenience a fewer number of farmers.
5. You will have four more miles plus additional access road 1o
maintain if you choose “E".
6. The additional four miles of Alternate “E* equates to efght miles of ) : )
two-lane highways. This represents over B0% of the savings that : ;
“some had pointed out as an additional expense to the upkeep of ;
100-67 between Meredosia ang Beardstown If A" was chosen.
Throw in the additional expense that the county coutd possibly
have in the Concord-Arenzville Rd, and this is a savings wipe out.
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I am writing in support of Rlternative A as

the corridor to be chosen for Coxridor 67 between
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cm the Concord-Arenzville-Beardstown road ja

siqnificantly higher than that on existing Routes

100 and 67. And, it being wy understanding that

Jacksenville and Baardstown.

with the choice of Alternative A, Routea 100 and 67

The "Impacta” shown in the Comparison of

continue to be maintained and with the choice of

Alternativa Alignments contained in Issue Mo. 5 of

vg7 Exprags seem to make Alternative A the pre-

Alternative B, the.Concord-Arenzville-Beardstown

road continues to be maintnineé, it seemg specious

farrad choice in all categories except the area of

environment and the number of severed farms. Tha

and disingenucus to arque that one or anothar

alternative is favored.

environmental impact between the two alternatives,

I1f the goal is toc move pecple and merchandise

howaver, doea not appear to be all that dispro-

the shortest possible distance in the fastest time,

portionate, and when you compare the number of

at the least cost and with the least disruption of

severed farms under Alternative E with the pumber

lifestyles, Alternative A seema to be the way,

of displacements, particulaxly rasidential displace-

ments that reanlt with Alternative E, Alternative

A looks aven better.

I know tha argument ia being made that

Alternati'va B will have a greater economic impact

and will eventually result in less cost for main-
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—When we think of people's houses being destroyed, we
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Arenzville-Concord road. well, corridor “E" would not do
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& noi

' and nelghboring states, not just a few people in a specifi

area.

Fifty years from now we hope people will say

"wiza chalce"
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Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
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[f you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.
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OMMENT FORM

U.5. 67 Expressway Design Study

Sars:

Qwver time, | itave understood and adjusted to the reality that as highway improvements ere made,
they bring advantages for some and dissdvantages for athers and it is buman nature to wish the
disadvartages to be “got in my yard”. However, beyond that, Taiso note that resulting impacts

are rather easily accommodated to by well resourced communities, but other more fragile com-
munitics &re rather devastated by the d ds of chang:

As 2 now retired, long term resident of “Corridor E”, [ am acutely aware of the longtime effort
and persistent endeayor invelved in creating the hames, farmsteads, and small busincsses slong
that highway. The ezgnitude of the highway elevation and its embankments appear to seriously

impact these now, and inhibit future accommodations.
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f you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,

lease complete this comment form.
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Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.

COMMENT FORM

I LIS, 67 EXPRESSWAY DESIGN STUDY J

Dneonz Ol Toed, Rrare wealaha ren

T3

SN
- Do &/W\a&\mm, N
' . IWM%_LN\-N%L\,M&%;\&;
Qﬁ?& 67 ENevcolion . Norreaman
M\WA N M&m“&“& W
B sregoedodt ol NSansalene A, &W\DG ‘

JRROELT O FERN A'Mug«ldﬁ

+-

R oo Sgintengy

et
_&SM‘Q« Q—NV\M{

Oyl N

3\&A!}$&U’Y\-\ .

f you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,

slease complete this comment form.
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Alternative E would require fewer acres of agricultural land,

Alternative E would have fewer severed farms (If the number of
severed farms is based on recordings of the landowner several
yearxs ago, there could be fewer severed farms now as the
nmber of landowners continues to be reduced every year.)

Alternative E would have fewer acres of Wetlands impacted, Natural
Areas Impacted, and Threatened and Endangered Species

Residential displacements. If any of these are rental propexty,
it cculd be the landowner might be glad to sell them to the
Government instead of having to try and rent them.

Other structures. Do vou know 1f the structures are being used
actively or would the landowner be glad to replace with an
updated structure, hence having a more effactive cperation?

This in regard to the Public Nearing Handout. At the bottom of
page 2, it says A "no-build” alternative is also considered in the
etivironmental document. Does that mean that another option is not
to d¢ anything to U.5. €7 between Jackaonville and Beatdstown?

If so, what are the arguments for that?

Since you were so thorough in the factors you considerad, you
probably thought of the following factors which have been
important factors in other states.

What about the total costs each year of maintaining all of the
roads involved in handling traffic between Beardstown and
Jacksonville? If you use existing right-of-ways doean’t that mean
that gfotal future road maintenance costs for all of the roads
would be less than if you added more right-af-ways?

Choosing between alternatives should not be Dbased zolely on which
is cheaper but the benefits to citizens should be considered. (me
benefit would be to citizens to be measured by traffic projections
for roads between Jacksenville and Beardstown. Would traffic be
higher on one route or the other? If 50, what would it be?

citizens living along the rural roads who need transportation for
jobs are perhaps adequately served by the present roads. R study
of the volume of traffic on those roads, accidents on thase roads,
wtc., could help determine their urmet meeds. After all scme of
them conscicusly chose to live where they do

i 2

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
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I am a landowner helding the land in trust for future generations.

Comment Form

« 1 prefer E Alignment

A press release on Governor George Ryan's statements at the
opening of the final section ¢f the US £7 Jacksonvilie Bypass
noted "This bypass, and future improvements to US 67 throughout
west-central Illinois will provide a safe, efficient and needed
north-south highway link for peoples [and] businesses in this part
of Tilinois. An improved US 67 will help Jacksonville and cther
communities along the corridor retain existing businesses and
attract new development. That will further open this region of the
state to additional economic development.”

For the area around Concord, Arenzville, Chapin, Bluffs,
Meredosia, etc., agriculture is the most important sector of the
economy. Agricultural commodities need transportation to markets,
especially foreign markets, and Illinocis River transportation is
the most cost effective tranaportation. ©One of the major
contributions of US €7 would be to provide access to elevators and
osther businesses relying on the Illinols River.

Farmers need te have ready access to the land which they are now
farming. I plan to spand 525,090 this fall to tile some of my
fields sc that the land will be drier in spring and fall to allow
the farmer to get imto the figlds earlier for planting and
harvesting. Would the new highway create any barriers to the
normal movement of equipment con the farms next to A? Would this
new highway now become the majer factor on the farmer’s deter-—
mination of which fields would be planted and harvested early.
Farmers on E would have established traffic patterns for the ald
road s¢ they would not have to establish new patterns if the
highway went through their farms.

preservation of farmland is an important censlideration. 5o the
land to be used in creating additlonal highways should minimize
the amount of new farmland that is used. Once the land is taken
over by roads, it is very unlikely that it could be reclaimed in
the future and be as productive as 1t is now.

Alterpative E would require fewer new acres,

Alternative E would use more acres of the existing right-af-way,

/

1f nen-agricultural economic development for Concord and
Arenzville is important, those needs could be met more cheaply by
ugsing traditional econcmic develcpment programs which would cost
$1,000 to $30,000 per job created.

Thanks you for your thorough analysis of the factors to ke
considered in choosing between the Alternative Routes.

Jo Ann Aufdenkamp %,{4 B A, .
Landowner [(incorrectiy iisted as Joy A. Aufdenkamp in Ti6N, R1IW

around 1238 Base Line Road )
address: 330 Miller Ave., DeKalb, IL 6Q115-2310
email: joannéniu.edu telephone: 815-758-4071

The Farm Manager is Robert H. Woodrow, Farm Manager, Bank One,
Illinnils, NA 1L2-8281, Springfield, IL 62704-3266, 1-800-547-
6675, Ext. 3251 FEmail: Robert_H_Woodrowémail.bankone.com. I want
to stay on your mailing list, but he is authorized toc act on my
behalf in any negotiations. We both attended your meeting in
Beardstown. :
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Victor A Modeer Jr, District Engnesr
Dmdlighwaysﬁms

of Transportation
126E.L'J|SL

Springfield, iL 62704-0822
Dear Sit

1 think IDOT does a fine job of designing roacs and bridges, but | think that some of the numbers
provided at the Aug. 8% Beardstown hearing are suspect; olhers, unsophisticated.

The numbers | consider 1o be suspect are the 2030 vehicle projections laaving Jacksorville i the west.
Either Comidor A or Corridor E gets 17.400 vehicles/day. Ooing nothing between the Beardsiown
Rd imarsection gets 11,300 vehicles/day. T};tsmwi

Not compieting
discourage 5,100 vehicleaiday, Elther Riie rational thought went io these numbers or the rumbers
wer artfully inflated to justify consinucling something.

The numbers | consider to ba ursophisticated are the 2000 actual counts. | would Heve liked knowing
how many of the 2,850 vehicles on Route 67/100 just south of Beardstown wers taveling non-stop
from Jacksonvile to Beardstown of vice/versa.

The Asanzville/Concord Rd is the rad of choloe by most locals” raveling between Jacksonville and
Beardsiowh. i is a barely visble gray kne on IDOT's fea Ilinots map, whisa the atemative route is the
ed e designated artery, U.S. Route §7. | wonder how mmay of thesa 2,850 vehides/iday would have
switched 1 the Arenzvila/Concord Rd ¥ they reakzed it was the superior route.  If 500 vehicles/day
would have switched from B7/100 o the Arenzvile/Concord Rd, Comidor E bacomes an sven more
doubtis choice.

If the choics is Corridor A or Comidar E, Corridor A is the superior choice. Not only is it cheaper o

Facksoriba

buikdt, its over 20% cheapsr io ravel between and tha Beardstown bridges. Comidor 67 is
supposed b be an artery for Western [inois, not a varicose vein that needlessly meanders. -

How for the cold water. By my amatuerish retum on investrment caicutations, the “A” aption shoukd be
vimwed 38 @ rather low priority investment, pernaps the lowest and last priorily for Comidor 87, When
traffic volumes exceed the 2020 projections, mmnmwnmwnmnm
the nvestment. Comidor “E's” miniscule advantage over the Areruvile/Concord Road rmight never
Justify s construction in my opinion.

|wuzsmmnmmmmmmmmmmnum But
the course between the socthem end of the Anenzvilla/Concord Rd and the Bearisiown bridges

already has 4 lanes of artary, just spil betwesn two medes.

| recommend that steps be taien b snh the sancond Rd's p and vishillty.
mmwmhmmmm mmmwmm
passhis way to ncrease the Arenzvila’Concord Rd's visiblity & 10 give it 2 new name — — stakl rothe 467

RECDDISi:s

September 1, 2001 SEp

g
This l¢tter is in regard to the Corridor 67 proposals which I viewed the latest drawings oo

Thursday evening, August 9%, in Beardstown. [ am not against sither of these two
proposals, but I do have some concern of which I would like to explam.

om & em;

If Alternative A - the Arenzville/Concord road - is selected [ will be personally invalved
(see Exhibit 6). The Happe fumily farm which has been in the family for over 75 years
will be affected as & barn and shed near the house will be destroyed. But more important
than these buildings will be the fact that we will lose valuable farming ground which
provides an income for mayself along with my mother and my brother and his family. So
this will change the lives of 3 familiss.

In addition to these problems I also have scme concerns regarting the road that conmects
Arenzville to Triopia Jumior Sexmor High School. Traffic would have to cross four lanes
to go between Arenzville and the school. This would not only involve normal traffic but
also school buses. 1 feed that this would indced create a traffic hazard. If this proposal is
selected, [ would like to se¢ an overpass built so that traffic would not bave to cross the

EXPressway.

‘The alternative E plan ] feel would be 2 benefit to-the businesses such as National Starch,
CIPS, DOT Foods, and the Naples Elevator.- Also the river draws a lot of attention for
outdoor activities. The existing highway 67 would still have 1o be maintained because of
the traffic to thesz businesses so the taxpayers would bave the cost of keeping two roads
in good condition.

H you would be.so kind 4s to take in consideration my thoughts on this project, Twould
be deeply grateful. Naturally § would like 1o be able to keep our homestead in tact as
much as possible. If ] can be of further assistance by answering any questions that t you
may have, piease fezl free to comact me.

Thank you for all of your time and consideration in this manmer.

Sincerely yours,

- Darlene Huppe .-
: " 1973 Arenzville Road
T * Arehrville, IL 762611 -
. QE7)997-2106

! U.5. 67 EXPRESSWAY DESIGN STUDY I

OMMENT FORM

f you have questions, comuments, or opinions related to this study,

+iease complete this comment form.

-

® Page 2 August 31, 2001

When the time comes to redeck the Beardstown bridge., replace # with the Cormidor 67 bridges.

It and when the traffic fow between Jacksomville and Beardstown approaches the 2020 projections,

then and only then add Corridor A 1o the S-year pan.

e

Tom Viorbeck
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	Cover
	Signed Cover Sheet
	Executive Summary
	Table of Contents
	Acronym List
	Section 1 - Purpose and Need
	Section 2 - Affected Environment
	Section 3 - Alternatives
	Section 4 - Environmental Consequences
	Section 5 - Agency Coordination and Public Involvement
	Section 6 - List of Preparers
	Section 7 - References
	Appendicies
	A - Tax Impact Information
	B - Cooperating Agency Agreements
	C - NEPA/404 Coordination
	D - Scoping Process Coordination
	E - Schuy-Rush Lake: 4(f) Eligibility Determination
	F - Miscellaneous Coordination
	G - Special Waste Surveys
	H - Cultural Resource Surveys
	I - Floodplain Maps
	J - Wetland Information
	K - Farmland Conversion/1006 Forms
	L - Draft EIS Comments
	M - Draft 404(b)(1) Evaluation Report

	Tables
	Figures and Exhibits

	Next Page: Next Page


